
 
 

Contra Costa Centre Transit Village 

1350 Treat Blvd., Suite 140 

Walnut Creek, CA 94597 

 

March 27, 2020 

 

Mr. Bob Nisbet, City Manager 

Mr. Jill Ekas, Community Development Director 

City of Half Moon Bay 

501 Main St. 

Half Moon Bay, CA 94019 

TRANSMITTED VIA EMAIL 

 

Re: SB 330 Preemption of City of Half Moon Bay Measure D and Chapter 17.06 of the 

Municipal Code Residential Allocation System 

 

Dear Mr. Nisbet and Ms. Ekas, 

 

The Building Industry Association of the Bay Area (BIA) writes to request that the City of Half 

Moon Bay immediately follow the lead of the City of Morgan Hill and take official action to 

suspend all enforcement of Measure D and Chapter 17.06 of the Municipal Code in recognition 

of SB 330’s prohibition on affected cities’ implementation of existing growth management 

ordinances, population controls, and building permit caps.  

 

SB 330, the Housing Crisis Act of 2019, was signed into law by Governor Newsom on October 

9, 2019. Effective January 1, 2020, SB 330 prohibits affected cities from enacting a new, or 

implementing an existing,  housing allocation cap or similar restriction on housing development 

projects. This ban is effective until January 1, 2025. The City of Half Moon Bay has been 

identified by the state as an “affected city” subject to these provisions 

(https://www.hcd.ca.gov/community-development/docs/Affected-Cities.pdf). 

 

Enforcement penalties for violations are harsh; the act requires a court to impose a fine on a local 

agency under certain circumstances and requires that the fine be at least $10,000 per housing unit 

in the housing development project on the date the application was deemed complete. Other 

significant enforcement actions may include decertification of the City’s Housing Element which 

would severely impact the City’s eligibility for State grants.  

 

The City of Morgan Hill, often cited as a model of growth management by many cities, has 

recognized the primacy of California State law and is executing suspension of enforcement of the 

Residential Development Control System (RDCS) which limits the number or housing units that 

may be built in a year. Morgan Hill is in the process of adopting an ordinance (attached) to add a 

https://www.hcd.ca.gov/community-development/docs/Affected-Cities.pdf


 

 

provision to the zoning code that states, consistent with the position the City has previously 

stated publicly, that the City will not enforce the Residential Development Control System while 

SB 330 is in effect.   

 

The Housing Crisis Act of 2019 (SB 330) recognizes and responds to the severe shortage of 

housing all across the State of California, and that every City is responsible to approve new 

housing development projects to help alleviate the shortage. New housing is crucial life blood to 

the community, bringing new families, jobs, economic development, and tax dollars. We at BIA 

remain ready to work with Staff and Council Members to assist in any way we are able.  

 

Please communicate the City’s intention on this matter to BIA as soon as you are able 

(dmartin@biabayarea.org).   

 

Yours very truly, 
 

     Dennis Martin 
 

Dennis Martin 

BIA Bay Area Government Affairs 

 

cc:  Catherine Engberg, Half Moon Bay City Attorney 

 Paul McDougall, HCD 

 

Encl: City of Morgan Hill Resolution and Ordinance Suspending RDCS 


